Amendments to the Claims 



1. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

(a) engaging an end note bounding a stack of notes in an automated banking 
machine with a rotatable picking member, wherein the picking member is 
rotatable about a first axis, and wherein the picking member includes has 
in su pp o r ting connection i he re with a middle disk portion and a first 
outboard disk portion disposed on a first axial side of the middle disk 
portion, and a second outboard disk portion disposed on a second axial 
side of the middle disk portion opposed of the first axial side; 

(b) rotating the picking member about the first axis in a first rotational 
direction to a first rotational position, wherein in the first rotational 
position the end note is engaged with a middle disk high fiiction arcuate 
segment in supporting connection with the middle disk portion, and a 
stripping member in opposed biased relation with the middle disk high 
fiiction arcuate segment, wherein the middle disk high fiiction arcuate 
segment and the stripping member apply opposing forces to the end note 
in a stripping area, and wherein in the first rotational position the end note 
is further engaged with a middle disk low fiiction arcuate projecting 
portion in supporting connection with the middle disk portion and 
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extending radially outward relative to the first axis beyond the middle disk 
high friction arcuate segment, and wherein in the first rotational position 
the middle disk low friction arcuate projecting portion engages the end 
note in a support area axially disposed on the middle disk portion of the 
stripping area, and wherein in the first rotational position of the picking 
member the end note is in engagement with a first outboard disk low 
friction portion in supporting connection with the first outboard disk 
portion and a second outboard disk low fnction portion in supporting 
connection with the second outboard disk portion; 

(c) rotating the picking member in the first rotational direction from the first 
rotational position to a second rotational position, wherein in the second 
rotational position the end note is engaged with the middle disk high 
fnction arcuate segment and the stripping member, and wherein in the 
second rotational position the low fnction arcuate projecting portion does 
not extend radially outward beyond the middle disk high fiiction arcuate 
segment when in engagement with the end note in the support area, and 
wherein in the second rotational position the end note is in engagement 
with a first outboard disk high fiiction segment in supporting connection 
with the first outboard disk portion and a second outbocird disk high 
fiiction segment in supporting connection with the second outboard disk 
portion; 



- 3 - 




(d) rotating the picking member in the first rotational direction from the 
second rotational position, wherein the end note moves relative to other 
notes in the stack in engagement with the middle disk high friction arcuate 
segment, the first outboard disk high friction segment, the second outboard 
disk high friction segment and in intermediate relation of the middle disk 
high friction arcuate segment and the stripping member, whereby the end 
note is generally separated from the stack stalk . 

2. (original) The method according to claim 1 and further comprising: 

(e) after the end note moves into intermediate relation of the middle disk 
portion and stripping member, engaging the end note with at least one 
carry away member, and moving the end note in engagement with the at 
least one carry away member. 

3. (original) The method according to claim 2 wherein the at least one carry away member is in 
engagement with the picking member, wherein in (e) the at least one carry away member rotates 
responsive to rotation of the picking member. 

4. (original) The method according to claim 3 wherein the at least one carry away member is in 
opposed generally abutting relation with at least one of the middle disk portion, first outboard 
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disk portion, and second outboard disk portion, and wherein in (e) the end note moves in 
intermediate relation between the at least one carry away member and the at least one middle 
disk portion, first outboard disk portion and second outboard disk portion. 

5. (original) The method according to claim 4, wherein the at least one carry away member is in 
opposed abutting relation with the middle disk portion, and wherein in (e) the end note moves in 
intermediate relation of the middle disk portion and the at least one carry away member. 

6. (original) The method according to claim 4, wherein the at least one middle disk portion, first 
outboard disk portion and second outboard disk portion has at least one resilient drive arcuate 
segment supported thereon, wherein in (e) the end note moves in intermediate relation of the at 
least one carry away member and the at least one drive arcuate segment. 

7. (original) The method according to claim 6 and further comprising: 

(f) moving the at least one carry away member through engagement with the 
at least one drive arcuate segment at a time when the end note does not 
extend in intermediate relation between the carry away member and drive 
arcuate segment. 

8. (original) The method according to claim 7 wherein the at least one drive arcuate segment 
extends a full circumference of the at least one middle disk portion, first outboard disk portion 
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and second outboard disk portion, and wherein in (e) the end note is engaged in intermediate 
relation of a first portion of the at least one drive arcuate segment, and wherein in (f) the carry 
away member is engaged with a second portion of the at least one drive arcuate segment. 

9. (original) The method according to claim 8 wherein the first portion of the at least one drive 
arcuate segment with which the note is engaged in (e), is integral with the middle disk high 
friction arcuate segment. 

10. (original) The method according to claim 9 wherein the at least one drive arcuate segment 
comprises a continuous segment extending about the middle disk portion, wherein the at least 
one carry away member is disposed in a first rotational position relative to the stripping member, 
and wherein in (e) the end note moves in intermediate relation between the middle disk portion 
and the carry away member. 

11. (original) The method according to claim 10 wherein at least one of the first outboard disk 
portion and second outboard disk portion comprises at least one low fiiction arcuate segment 
angularly disposed relative to the first outboard disk high fiiction segment and second outboard 
disk high fiiction segment, and prior to (a) further comprising: 

(g) engaging the end note with the at least one low fiiction arcuate segment. 

12. (original) The method according to claim 1 1 wherein the first outboard disk portion 
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comprises a continuous resilient first band extending circumferentially thereon, and wherein the 
continuous resilient first band includes the first outboard disk high fiiction segment, and wherein 
the first outboard disk portion includes at least one first flange portion extending transversely of 
the first band and radially outward beyond the first resilient band, and wherein in (g) the end note 
is engaged with the at least one first flange portion. 

13. (currently amended) The - met fa od acc or ding to claim 12 wh ere in a fi r st flange por tion extends 
on each transv er se - side of and radially t? utb o ard bey o nd the fi r st band, whe r ein in (gyihe t md 
no te- is -e ngaged with a fi r st flange p o r ti o n on each - s i de ~ of the fi r st band A method comprising: 

tal rotating a picking member disk about an axis to engage a currency note at a 

transverse outer surface portion of the disk during picking of the currency note 
from a stack of currency notes in an automated teller machine (ATlVn having a 
currency note dispenser, wherein a transverse segment of the currency note is 
simultaneously engaged with both a low fnction segment and a high fnction 
segment of the surface portion, wherein the low fiiction segment is positioned 
axially adjacent to the high friction segment, and wherein the low fnction segment 
extends outward further than the high fnction segment in a direction radial to the 
axis: and 

(b) rotating the picking member disk to disengage the currency note from the outer 
surface portion . 
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14. (original) The method according to claim 12 wherein the second outboard disk portion 
comprises a continuous resilient second band extending circumferentially thereon, wherein the 
continuous resilient second band includes the second outboard disk high friction segment, and 
wherein the second outboard disk portion includes at least one second flange portion extending 
transversely of the second band, and wherein in (g) the end note is engaged with the second 
flange portion. 

15. (currently amended) The method according to claim 13 14 wherein onf of-a pair of first 
flangcr p ortions exte n ds on each t r ansve r se side and r adially outward bey o nd the fi r st band o n the 
fi r st outboard disk portion, and whe r ein o ne of a pai r o f second flange p o rtions extends on - each 
t r ansve r se side and r adially outward beyond the second band on the second outboa r d - d i s k 
p ortion, and whe r ein in (g) the end note is e ngaged with fi r st flange p o r tions on e ach t r ansve r se 
sid e o f t-he fi r st ba n d and .second flange portions on each t r ansve r se side o f the second band and 
fruther comprising: 

(c) subsequent to step (a) and prior to step tb\ rotating the picking member disk to 
disengage the currency note from the low fnction segment vet maintain 
engagement with the high fnction segment . 

16. (currently amended) The method according to claim i +5 and prior to (b) further comprising: 
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receiving from a user at least one input through at least one input device of the 
automated banking machine, the at least one input corresponding to a request for 
cash; 

subsequent to (d), dispensing the end note from the automated banking machine to 
the user. 

17. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

(a) in an automated banking machine including a stack of sheets, engaging an end 
sheet bounding the stack with a movable high friction picker surface rotatable 
about an axis , wherein the high friction picker surface engages a first side of the 
end sheet; 

(b) moving the high friction picker surface to urge the end sheet to move along a first 
direction into while in engagement with a stripping surface, wherein the stripping 
surface acts on a leading edge area of the end sheet in a stripping area, and acts on 
a second side of the end sheet opposed of the first side, in a st r i pp ing a r ea - a n d 
resists movement of the end sheet from the stack, and generally prevents sheets 
other than the end sheet from moving from the stack and between the high friction 
picker surface and the stripping surface; 
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(c) during at least a portion of (b^ engaging the end sheet with a projecting surface in 
supporting rnnneet i on with the p icking that is axiallv adjacent to the high friction 
picker surface relative to the axis, radially adjacent to the high friction picker 
surface in a radial direction from the axis, and radially outward of the high friction 
picker surface in the radial direction, and t r ansve r sely adjacent to the st r i ppin g 
area; wherein deformation of the end sheet along the first direction by the 
stripping surface is minimized by engagement of the sheet with the projecting 
surface. 

18. (original) The method according to claim 17 wherein the picking surface comprises a high 
friction arcuate segment supported on a rotating cylindrical portion, and wherein in (b) the 
rotating cylindrical portion rotates in a first rotational direction. 

19. (original) The method according to claim 17 wherein in (c) the projecting surface engages the 
end sheet as the leading edge area moves intermediate of the picker surface and the stripping 
surface. 

20. (currently amended) The method according to claim 19 wherein the picker surface comprises 
a surface of a high friction arcuate segment supported on a rotatable first cylindrical portion, and 
wherein the projecting surface p or tion comprises a low fiiction arcuate segment supported on the 
first cylindrical portion transversely disposed of the high friction arcuate segment, wherein in (b) 
and in (c) the cylindrical portion rotates in a first direction. 
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21. (original) The method according to claim 19 and during at least a portion of (b) and 
subsequent to (c) further comprising: 

(d) disengaging the end sheet from the projecting surface. 

22. (original) The method according to claim 21 and further comprising a picker member 
wherein the picker member comprises the first cylindrical portion, and wherein the picker 
member includes at least one outboard high friction arcuate portion transversely disposed from 
the high friction arcuate segment, and further comprising: 

(e) during at least a portion of (d) engaging the end sheet with the at least one 
outboard high friction arcuate portion, wherein such engagement urges the 
end sheet to move in the first direction. 

23. (currently amended) The method according to claim 22 wherein the picker member 
comprises a pair of outboard cylindrical portions transversely disposed from the first cylindrical 
portion, and wherein each of the outboard cylindrical portions includes one of the outboard high 
friction arcuate portions, and wherein in (e) the end sheet note is engaged with the outboard high 
friction arcuate portions on the outboard cylindrical portions. 

24. (currently amended) The method according to claim 22 and subsequent to (e) further 
comprising: 
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(f) engaging the end sheet with a carry away roll, wherein the carry away roll 
urges the end sheet to move away from the stack; 

wherein in (e) the end sheet is moved between the carry away roll and the first 
cylindrical portion . 

25. (currently amended) The m e thod acco r ding to claim 24 whe r ein in (e) t fa e - end sheet is m o ved 
between the ca rr y away r oll and th e fi r st cylind r ical portion 
A method comprising: 

(a) rotating a picking member disk a first rotational distance about an axis in an 
automated teller machine (ATMT wherein over the first rotational distance both a 
circumferentially extending arcuate low friction surface portion and an axially 
adjacent circumferentially extending high friction surface portion of the disk 
simultaneously engage a leading edge area of a currency note, wherein relative to 
the axis the low friction surface portion is radially disposed outwardly from the 
high friction surface portion: 

(b) subsequent to step (ak rotating the disk a second rotational distance, wherein over 
the second rotational distance the high friction surface portion engages the 
currency note while the low friction surface portion is disengaged from the 
currency note: and 
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{c} subsequent to step (bV rotating the disk a third rotational distance, wherein over 
the third rotational distance neither the low friction surface portion nor the high 
friction surface portion engage the currency note . 

26. (currently amended) The method according to claim 20 25 wherein the first cylindrical 
portion includes a resilient band extending circumferentially thereon, and wherein the resilient 
band includes the high friction arcuate segment engaged engages by the end sheet note in (a). 

27. (currently amended) The method according to claim 17 26 and prior to (b), further 
comprising: 



receiving at least one input from a user corresponding to a request for cash 
through at least one input device of the automated banking machine, and 
subsequent to (f) delivering the end sheet to the user. 
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